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Puyallup School District

Annie Miller teaches math to sixth graders, who find room to sit 
at the ends of  tables and at corner round tables. Between 30 and 
33 students are regularly enrolled in each of  Zeiger Elementary’s 
sixth-grade classes. All are housed in portable classrooms.

10

 Volume 12:5  Building a Foundation for Learning  March 2007 

Emerald Ridge High School orchestra students (from left) Brianna 
Lantz, Livia Mahaffie, and Joseph Cruz practice for an upcoming  
visit from the Tacoma Symphony Orchestra.  

Orchestra students tuning up for opportunity of a lifetime
continued on page 4

Voters to consider bond measure on May 15 

Register to vote 

continued on page  3

The deadline to register by mail to vote 
in the May 15, 2007 special election
is Saturday, April 14. All registrations 
must be postmarked by this date.

New voters who live in Washington and 
miss the mail-in deadline can register 
in person through April 30 at the Pierce 
County Election Department, 2401 
South 35th Street, Room 200, Tacoma.

To register to vote in Pierce County, 
applicants must be at least 18 years 
old by the date of the next election, 
be a United States citizen and a Pierce 
County resident, and not presently have 
civil rights denied as a result of a felony 
conviction. Voter registration forms are 
available at all schools and at the district 
offi ce. Forms are also on the Internet at 
www.co.pierce.wa.us/auditor. Click on 
Elections.

Puyallup School District voters are being 
asked to return to the election polls on 
May 15, 2007 to consider a school bond 
that was narrowly defeated in February.

The $259.5 million bond measure outlines 
19 facility and technology projects, 
ranging from building a new elementary 
school and two high school classroom 
additions, to modernizing junior high sci-
ence classrooms and replacing three aging 
elementary schools.

It also calls for districtwide improve-
ments, including upgrading buildings to 
meet earthquake safety requirements, add-
ing emergency storage sheds and equip-
ment, increasing access for persons with 
disabilities, upgrading Sparks Stadium, 
providing interim housing for students in 
the highly capable program, and installing 
playground equipment and reader boards.

The projects, which are outlined in a 
chart on page 4, are the same as the list 
proposed in the February 6, 2007 special 
election. That measure fell less than two 
percent short of the state-required 60 per-
cent supermajority of yes votes required to 
pass school district bond measures.

“These projects are vital — we cannot 
wait for another year,” said Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle. Further delays, he said, 
will result in infl ationary cost increases 
and costly interim measures to accommo-
date continued enrollment growth.

Potential impacts to the district if vot-
ers reject the bond on May 15 are being 

identifi ed this month by a task force of 
community members and staff.

The school board unanimously agreed last 
month to form the 2007 Student Housing 
Task Force. The committee has been in-
structed to report to the board by March 26.

Apostle said it is “proactive planning” to 
form a group of staff and citizens to study 
the district’s needs in the event the bond 
is not successful. “Our job is to house the 

students, regardless of the election.”

Puyallup is the ninth largest school dis-
trict in the state with more than 21,600 
students enrolled this year. The district 
is growing at an average of 250 new 
students — the equivalent of about half 
of an elementary school — every year. 
Enrollment projections forecast continued 

High school orchestra students will take 
the stage this spring and experience a 
thrill that most teenage musicians can only 
dream about.

Students from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers high schools will perform 
side-by-side with 80 of the area’s most ac-
complished professional musicians — the 
Tacoma Symphony Orchestra — under the 
direction of renowned conductor Harvey 
Felder.

The concert begins at 7 p.m. Monday, 
May 7 in the Rogers High School gym. A 
$5 donation is suggested.

“This opportunity for our students is 
huge,” said Director of Student Learning 
Brian Fox. “Playing alongside profes-
sional musicians is a chance for them to 
see the possibility of a career in music, 

as well as a way to carry music education 
into their adult lives.”

Emerald Ridge High School orchestra 
teacher Paula Westgaard said the opportu-
nities in this kind of musical partnership 
“are limitless.”

“Our students will get to work with a 
professional conductor, who can both rein-
force what the teachers have emphasized 
and point to another level of excellence,” 
she said.

The event will be the fi rst time the 
Tacoma Symphony Orchestra comes to 
Puyallup and the fi rst time its well-known 
maestro personally leads workshops for 
high school students. Felder will spend the 
morning of May 7 coaching the three high 

Photo above: Lucy Hedman holds the 
flag as classmates say the Pledge of  
Allegiance at Karshner Elementary.
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Superintendent’s Message
School bond addresses student housing needs

Investing in schools leaves lasting legacy 
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Tony Apostle
Superintendent

Lloyd
Freudenstein
President

Board Member’s Message 

Historically Black Colleges visit Puyallup

Like most of our school community, I 
was disappointed with the narrow loss of 
our bond issue on February 6. However, 
I am more than optimistic today that the 
majority of our voters (58.08 percent) 
understand the growth issue and the need 
to build classrooms for our students.

I am pleased that the board of directors has 
decided to resubmit the bond issue to vot-
ers on May 15, 2007. The facility needs in 
our district are vital. Each year we grow by 
approximately 250 students. That is about 
half the size of an elementary school. Even 
when the newly built Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools open this fall, one in 
every 10 students in the district will be 
housed in portable classrooms.    

Some of our buildings that would be 
replaced with bond funds need signifi cant 
repairs. Our science classrooms and labs 
are out of date. We have disaster readi-
ness investments we must make. Sparks 
Stadium needs immediate attention. Some 
of our newest buildings will become over-

crowded within a year or two of opening.

At the same time, we cannot assume that 
the bond will pass, and we must begin 
planning for enrollment growth and other 
urgent needs. We already know from re-
cent experience that this will be a diffi cult 
process. Over the past few years, we have 
had to make a number of tough decisions 
including lengthening the school day to 
accommodate double shifts of students, 
transporting elementary students to a 
high school campus, busing students 
away from their neighborhood schools, 
holding classes on the stage or in hall-

ways, and other undesirable options.

At its February 26 meeting, the school 
board appointed a Student Housing Task 
Force to examine the impacts to the 
district if voters reject the May 15 bond 
issue. Membership includes staff, as well 
as citizens from the 2003 Citizens Facil-
ity Advisory Committee, the 2004 Bond 
Oversight Committee, and the 2006 Bond 
Advisory Committee. The task force will 
report to the board by March 26.  

As we move forward in developing a 
backup plan, we will consult widely 
with community members who have had 
experience with these issues in the past. 
We will also keep the public informed 
about options under consideration.  

Whatever happens in the next few months, I 
feel confi dent that our community will con-
tinue to work together to provide our students 
with the best possible education. If you have 
questions regarding the upcoming bond issue, 
please contact me at (253) 841-8769.

Recently I attended two historical events 
in the life of our school district.  

On January 24, we held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for Aylen Junior High, 
which will replace the existing building 
on the same campus. That was followed 
on January 25 by the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Glacier View Junior 
High. Both of these schools will offer our 
students many opportunities to learn and 
grow.

The ceremonies, while symbolizing the 
beginning of construction at each of the 
schools, were really about the school 
“community.”

At Aylen Junior High, that community 
is well established with many traditions 

fi rmly in place. ASB President Garrett 
Picha spoke of the feeling of pride held by 
the students and staff at the school. Many 
of the nine principals who have served 
the students were present at the ceremony. 
Generations of families who had attended 
Aylen were also present. In fact, current 
Principal Christine Moloney was, herself, 
once an Aylen Falcon.

The community at Glacier View Junior 
High is just being established. Students 
who will enter the doors of the school 
when it opens in September 2008 spoke 
of their excitement about being among the 
fi rst to attend the junior high and the many 
opportunities they will be afforded.

Ferrucci Junior High student Lauryn Mur-
doch was one of two people who submit-
ted the name for the school. She recalled 
that she and her sister found the name 
when they were looking at a map of the 
area and saw the Glacier View Wilderness 
Area on the nearby mountain. Members 
of the Ballou and Stahl junior high Par-
ent Teacher Associations also welcomed 
guests and handed everyone a packet of 
fl ower seeds as a memory of the ground-

breaking. The fi rst chapter in the Glacier 
View story began with this event.

As president of the board of directors, I 
am proud that our community has chosen 
to build these new facilities, which will 
enhance educational programs for our 
students. 
 
I am also very pleased that our board 
recently voted to place the bond on the 
May 15, 2007 election ballot. While we 
are building new schools that will open in 
the coming months, that will not solve the 
need for classroom space for our students 
or the need to repair and upgrade our 
existing facilities.  

The facility needs in our district are as 
critical as any I have seen in my 45 years 
of work with the Puyallup schools. In Feb-
ruary, the majority of our community dem-
onstrated their understanding of these very 
important issues. I am hopeful that they 
and others in the community will again 
take the opportunity to vote in the May 15 
election. Your investment in our schools is 
an important legacy for us to leave for the 
generations of students to come.

Hundreds of junior high and high school 
students and their families participated 
this winter in the second annual Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities 
Recruitment Day.

The district’s Offi ce of Diversity Affairs 
partnered with the Thurston Group of 
Washington State to sponsor the event at 
the Pioneer Park Pavilion. Representa-
tives from 12 colleges and universities 
throughout the country met with students 
to review their resumes and transcripts, 
answer questions, and offer scholarships. 

“The major goals of this joint educa-
tional activity are to encourage all young 
people to pursue educational opportuni-
ties beyond high school, set high ex-
pectations, and ultimately realize their 
potential,” said Gerald Denman, director 
of diversity affairs. Mary Reeves and her children, Puyallup High School students 

Elizabeth Reeves and I.V. Reeves III, visit with Harry Tucker, ad-
missions counselor at Virginia State University. 

PUYALLUP SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT

Board of  Directors

Lloyd Freudenstein
President

(253) 841-1599

Kathy Affl erbaugh
Vice President
(253) 840-1185

Bruce Dammeier
Legislative Representative

(253) 370-7198

Diana Seeley
(253) 848-4028

Greg Heath
(253) 770-8797

Dr. Tony Apostle
Superintendent
(253) 841-8769

District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  Please 
direct questions or comments to Karen 
Hansen, director of communications 
and executive services, PO Box 
370, Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: Karen Hansen

Editor: Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: Dale 
Carrington

Contributing Writers: Shanon 
Burke, Susan Gifford, and Teresa 
Stover. 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 
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Harvey Felder, director of  the 
Tacoma Symphony Orchestra.

school orchestras – fi rst individually and 
then collectively – during three 45-minute 
music clinics. 

Watching intently from the sidelines will 
be orchestra students from the district’s 
six junior highs. The students will be 
invited to observe the preparation and 
rehearsal for the concert, then write about 
their experiences.

The learning that takes place during the 
day will be showcased that night as each 
high school orchestra performs the piece 
they worked on during the morning with 
Felder. The three orchestras will then col-
lectively perform the fi nale movement to 
“The Marcia,” from “Serenade in G” by 
Dag Wiren.

Veteran cellist Karla Timmerman-Ep-
person, who recently retired from the 
Tacoma Symphony Orchestra after 44 
years, pitched the idea for the partner-
ship between the symphony and Puyallup 
School District. The long-time musician 
chairs the organization’s education com-
mittee and is also a member of its board of 
directors and executive council.

Timmerman-Epperson said she knew from 
the outset that this partnership would have 
a profound affect on students. She recom-
mended Puyallup for the inaugural year 
of the program because of its “exceptional 
music program.”

“People need to see what a treasure they 
have,” she said.

The “Korum for Kids” Foundation, head-
ed by Jerry Korum of the Korum Automo-
tive Group, is sponsoring the event.

The symphony’s new partnership with 
Puyallup is a continuation of the orga-
nization’s longtime support for educa-
tion. For many years the symphony has 
provided unique educational experiences 
for fi fth grade students in Pierce County. 
Each May, more than 6,000 students, their 

teachers, and parents participate in the 
symphony’s award-winning music educa-
tion program, “Simply Symphonic.” 

Felder said he is excited about coming to 
Puyallup. A major part of the symphony’s 
mission, he said, “is creating opportunities 
for people to experience the beauty and 
thrill of great symphonic music.”

“I am honored to be able to contribute to 
the lives of young people in Puyallup,” 
he said. “It is now a matter of common 
knowledge that the study of the arts 
greatly enhances the abilities of young 
people to learn.”

In addition to his role with the Tacoma 
Symphony Orchestra, Felder is active 
as a guest conductor in this country and 
around the world. He made his Carnegie 
Hall debut in 1991 leading the American 
Symphony Orchestra in a series of young 
people’s concerts. These appearances 
launched his career as a national guest 
conductor.

Well known for his music education 
programs, Felder was appointed to an ad 
hoc commission jointly assembled by the 
Kennedy and Getty Centers to develop 
recommendations for the inclusion of 
an arts curriculum in educational reform 
legislation. The commission’s fi ndings 
were used by the Secretary of Education 
in the planning of the “Educate America” 
program and the congressional act “Im-
proving America’s Schools.”

“We are privileged to have him come to 
Puyallup and work with our students,” 
Fox said.

Orchestra students
continued from page 1

Broadway Center brings
dramatic reading,
improvisation to Karshner

TV show features 
Puyallup  schools
Dorothy Wilhelm, host and producer 
of “My Home Town” television show, 
visited the school district in February 
to fi lm several segments of the program 
that will air throughout March. The show 
spotlights:

•  The Puyallup High School 
Percussion Ensemble, directed by 
Eric Ryan;

•  Fruitland Elementary School 
volunteers greeting students as part 
of the school’s WATCH D.O.G.S. 
(Dads of Great Students) program; 
and

• The English Language Learner 
(ELL) program, featuring teacher 
Julie Mann working with students at 
Karshner Elementary School.

The show is repeated on Comcast Chan-
nel 76 in Pierce County and airs at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday and Monday; 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Friday; 5 p.m. on Thurs-
day; and 10:30 p.m. on Saturday.

The school district revised its calendar 
in January for the remainder of this 
school year to make up for school days 
missed during inclement weather. 

The district will be in session on:
• Tuesday, May 29 (originally 

scheduled as a snow makeup day)
• Thursday June 21, Friday June 22, 

and Monday June 25 (originally 
summer break for students)

The revised calendar also refl ects the 
following:
• June 22 is the new last day of school 

for half-day kindergarten students.
• June 25 is the new last day of school for 

students in full-day kindergarten and 
grades one through 11. These students 
will be dismissed 3¼ hours early.

High school graduations will continue to 
be held on the originally scheduled dates 
of Friday, June 15 for Walker High and 
Saturday, June 16 for Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, and Rogers high schools.

Should the district encounter weather-
related emergency days on early-release 
Wednesdays during the remainder of 
this school year, and if the nature of 
the emergency would allow for a safe 
two-hour late start, school will begin 
two hours late and will be in session for 
a full day. Students will be dismissed at 
their normal weekday release time.

If inclement weather prevents the 
district from operating schools any day 
(including early-release Wednesdays), 
the district will close schools for the 
safety of students and staff. Those days 
will be made up beginning June 26.

The revised calendar was developed 
in January after considerable discus-
sion among students, parents, staff, 
union representatives and community 
members, and recognition of the need 
to provide students appropriate quality 
instructional time.

“We believe this revised calendar pro-
vides the least disruption to our families 
and community while recapturing valu-
able instructional time for our students,” 
said Superintendent Tony Apostle.

Revised calendars can be found on the 
school district Web site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/calendars.

Revisions to 2006-07 
school calendar 

Guest readers from the Broadway Center for the Performing Arts in 
Tacoma came to Karshner Elementary School last month to share the 
adventures of Little Bear with students in kindergarten through second 
grade. They also helped students act out the beginning, middle, and end 
of the stories, taught them about theatre etiquette, and gave participating 
teachers copies of the books for their classrooms.

Several weeks later, students traveled to Tacoma to see a Little Bear 
performance at the Pantages Theater, courtesy of the Broadway Center. 
Fifth-grade students in Janine DeLeon’s class were assigned as buddies 
for the younger students and accompanied them on the trip.

“Our intent is to give kids a 360-degree experience — read to them, have 
them act out some scenes, then have them come to the show,” said Lucas 
Smiraldo, education and outreach manager with the Pantages Theater. 

Photos clockwise from top:

Guest reader Katie Glowicki, of  the Broadway Center 
for the Performing Arts, reads to Nancy Proudman’s 
first-grade class. First graders Jordan Davy and Brett 
Radcliff  act out a scene from the Little Bear book. 
Students in  Annie Molina’s first-grade class (from left 
to right) Lorenzo Domingo, Calvin Hedman, Shannon 
Stone, and Patrick Freeman practice dramatization.

photo courtesy of the
 Broadway Center for the Performing Arts
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May 15 bond election
continued from page 1

growth through 2020.

Even after the newly built Carson and Edg-
erton elementary schools open this fall, one 
out of every 10 students in the district will 
be housed in portable classrooms.
 
Board President Lloyd Freudenstein, who 
has lived in this district for 45 years, said 
this year’s bond measure “is as critical an 
issue as the district has faced since I came 
here.” He praised the work of a group of cit-
izens who served on a Bond Advisory Com-
mittee that carefully studied the district’s 
facility needs before recommending a list of 
proposed projects to the board. “These are 
projects they felt were absolutely necessary. 
Their advice I take right to heart.”

Vice President Kathy Affl erbaugh noted it 
is important the community understands 
that the bond is not just about building 
new schools. The money would be used 
to enhance student learning in several 
areas, including modernizing junior high 
science classrooms. It also would address 
“some major safety issues,” she said, such 
as improvements to the fi eld and track 
at Sparks Stadium and earthquake safety 
requirements.

The estimated combined tax collection 
rate for new and existing bonds in the 
district would not increase by more than 
29 cents per $1,000 of assessed valua-
tion. All property owners — businesses, 
apartment, condominium, and single 
family homeowners — would share the 
cost. Senior citizens and disabled people 
who meet certain qualifi cations are eli-
gible for property tax relief.

The last time voters approved a school 
bond was in February 2004. That bond paid 
for projects including two new elementary 
schools (Edgerton and Carson), a new 
junior high (Glacier View), several school 
remodels and replacements, classroom 
computers for students, and new laptop 

computers for every teacher in the district.

Director Bruce Dammeier said he is proud 
of the work done on the 2004 bond proj-
ects, which are within planned budgets, on 
time, and in some cases ahead of sched-
ule. “I think we are getting an excellent 
education for our kids with the resources 
we have been given,” he said. 

Even with those improvements, how-

ever, there remains a list of unfunded 
projects. Several of those facility and 
technology projects left off the ballot 
two years ago have returned in this lat-
est bond proposal, while others remain 
in a holding pattern for possible future 
bond measures.

Referring to recent conversations with 
city planners, Director Diana Seeley 
said, “There is additional growth being 

planned, and we need to be prepared to 
accommodate the children that come 
along with that growth.”

To learn more about the proposed 2007 
school bond package, including a sum-
mary of each of the 19 projects, visit 
the Puyallup School District Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Voter reg-
istration information is also available 
on the district Web site.

Native American carver and local educator 
Al Zantua is putting the fi nishing touches 
on a totem that will take a prominent spot 
in the corner of the cafeteria in the Kalles 
Junior High replacement building which 
opens in September.

“It will be in a visible location where stu-
dents and staff can 
see it every day,” 
said Principal Mario 
Casello.

Restoring the 15-
foot totem, which 
used to be attached 
to the exterior of the 
main building’s east 
wall, is an impor-
tant part of carrying 
on the historical 
signifi cance of the 
old school building 
to the new build-
ing, Casello said. “It 
holds a lot of tradi-
tion for this school.”

The totem originated 
in the early 1980s as 
a project developed 
by the ninth-grade 
project committee 
— a service organi-
zation whose mission was to raise money 
to fund a gift for the school from the 
ninth-grade class.

The committee members secured a tele-
phone pole for the center section, pur-

chased wood for the wings and head, and 
then commissioned a chain-saw carver 
from the Puyallup Fairgrounds to carve a 
set of specifi c images.

The carver matched the design by creating 
a totem topped with a thunderbird. Images 
such as a whale, salmon, a chief head, and 
beaver make up the rest of the totem sec-

tions. 

Originally, the 
totem was located 
in the school’s 
courtyard; how-
ever, it was moved 
into storage after 
being damaged by 
vandals. The art 
piece remained in 
storage for several 
years until another 
ninth-grade project 
committee paid 
to have a wing 
replaced. Eventu-
ally it found a new 
home on the east 
end of the main 
Kalles building 
and remained there 
until the replace-
ment project 
started last year.

Zantua, a visual and performing arts 
teacher at Chief Leschi School in Puy-
allup, has spent the past year restoring 
the totem. The art piece nearly fi lls the 
length of his work garage in Tacoma and 

is propped so that Zantua can roll it from 
side to side to reach diffi cult areas.

The design work is intricate, with many 
deep carvings. 

“Getting the mildew out from all of the 
carved areas has been the most diffi cult 
and tedious part, but it’s coming along 
really well,” he said. He plans to add 
a natural fi nish before he transports it 

back to Puyallup this May.

Zantua has worked with the Puyallup 
School District several times before, 
including teaming with the Karshner 
Museum to create its welcome fi gure and 
a Native American canoe. 

“He has been working hard making sure 
it will look the best that it can,” Casello 
said. “He is making great progress.”

Restored totem to return home to Kalles for September opening

Native American carver Al Zantua has spent the past year restoring 
a 15-foot totem that will be displayed in the cafeteria of  the Kalles 
Junior High replacement building. The school opens in September.

Puyallup School District
PROPOSED 2007 BOND PROJECTS

  Year of
 Project Description Completion

Sparks Stadium: replace turf, track, scoreboard, and sound system 2008 

QUEST Highly Capable Program: upgrade housing 2008 

Districtwide Emergency Storage Sheds and Safety Equipment 2008 

Sunrise Elementary: replace carpet and roof 2008 

Ferrucci Junior High: remodel offi ce, commons, and entry spaces 2008 

Junior High Science Classrooms: modernize or build new 2008 

Districtwide Classroom Technology Systems and Equipment Phase I 2008-2012

Puyallup High School Phase II: build 200-student classroom addition 2009 

Emerald Ridge High School: build 400-student classroom addition 2009 

Wildwood Park Elementary: upgrade heating and ventilating system 2009 

Hunt Elementary: upgrade fi elds, painting, and roof 2009 

Districtwide Playground Equipment, Reader Boards, or Site Improvements 2009-2011

Districtwide Facility Accessibility (ADA): improvements for wheelchair and other access 2009-2012

Firgrove Elementary School: replace 2010 

New Elementary School (Southwest Area): build new school 2010 

Rogers Performing Arts Center: upgrade storage and related equipment 2010 

Districtwide Life Cycle Projects: including structural improvements for earthquake safety 2010-2012

Northwood Elementary School: replace 2011 

Spinning Elementary School: replace 2012

Restoration work includes 
cleaning the totem’s intricate 
carvings.
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Carson and Edgerton elementary schools prepare for opening day

Outside hitter Ashleigh Pollard, voted most valuable player on the 
Rogers High volleyball team, powers the ball against Kentwood 

photos courtesy of Kent Valley Sports

In less than six months, students will take 
their fi rst steps inside the newly con-
structed Carson and Edgerton elementary 
schools. They will sit at desks in class-
rooms outfi tted with modern technol-
ogy, have lunch in cafeterias instead of 
in classrooms, and spend recess on new 
fi elds and playground structures.

Preparations for opening the new schools 
are on schedule and gaining momentum. 
Both of the school planning principals 
have assembled their lead teams and are 
busy hiring teachers and other staff.

“The dream is becoming a reality,” said 
Guy Kovacs, planning principal at Edger-
ton Elementary School. 

While the planning principals take the 
lead on the preparations for opening the 
schools, other key people throughout the 
district are also involved in doing behind-
the-scenes work.

“There are hundreds of people involved,” 
said Debra Aungst, assistant superinten-
dent of education support. “There are bus 
routes, lunches, and other things to plan. 
We are focusing on how to get students 
and staff there with learning happening 
from day one.”

The fi rst priority in opening the schools is 
ensuring that they are completed on time 

for the move-in to begin. Rudy Fyles, ex-
ecutive director of facilities, said that even 
with the recent spate of bad weather in the 
area, the projects are on time and within 
planned bud-
gets. Construc-
tion is currently 
more than half 
fi nished on 
both schools.

The physical 
act of getting 
the schools 
built includes 
more than con-
struction of the 
building. The 
lead teams are 
looking at fac-
tors such as se-
lecting suitable 
playground 
equipment. 

There are 
also aesthetic 
considerations. 
Both schools 
have formed 
an art selection 
committee and have been working with 
the Washington State Arts Commission to 
choose an artist who will design a piece of 
publicly funded art for each building.

Patricia Hopper, a project manager with 
the state, has been working closely with 
the students, community members, and 
staff members on the art selection com-

mittees. Hop-
per’s role, 
she said, is to 
facilitate the 
process of 
choosing an 
artist and art-
work design. 
She said she 
encourages 
members to 
have open 
dialogue 
and an open 
mind.

“It’s really 
important 
for you folks 
to be happy 
with this 
artwork,” she 
said dur-
ing a recent 
committee 
meeting. “It 
will be with 

you for the life of the building.”

Pope Elementary third grader Tyler 
Brownfi eld, who will attend Edgerton 

Elementary in fall, is one of the student 
members of the arts selection committee. 
He said he is excited to be a part of the 
process. “It will be neat to know that I 
helped choose the art,” he said.

Plans for programs to be offered in the 
new buildings are also being built from 
the ground up. “Since we are starting from 
scratch, it gives us opportunities to look 
at different options,” said Carson Elemen-
tary Planning Principal Arturo Gonzalez. 
“Communication and coordination are a 
constant priority.”

Progress is also evident in the work go-
ing on with the school Parent-Teacher 
Associations. Carson and Edgerton both 
have formed PTA’s for the next year and 
are in the process of building member-
ship (see box for contact information). 
“It is a great thing to have the support 
system up and running,” said Kovacs.

During a recent study session, School 
Board President Lloyd Freudenstein said 
the board has been impressed with the 
work that lead teams are doing.

“I have been involved with two school 
openings in the past, so I know all of the 
work that goes into it,” he said. He also 
recognized Fyles, Kovacs, and Gonzalez 
for their efforts. “You are to be commend-
ed for your work.”

Parent-Teacher Associations are under way and 
accepting new members in advance of the open-
ing of Carson and Edgerton elementary schools 
this fall.

Carson Elementary: For information about 
Carson Elementary’s PTA, visit the school’s new 
Web site at www.carsonpta.com. If interested 
in joining the PTA, e-mail vpmembership@
carsonpta.org.

Edgerton Elementary: For information about 
Edgerton Elementary’s PTA, e-mail:
Co-president Ellen Taylor 
setaylor360@comcast.net; 
Co-president Sharon Simon 
sharon.simon@summapentenda.com; or 
Vice-president Leslie Burns 
leslieburns68@hotmail.com

Carson and Edgerton PTA Contacts

Students today grow up in a world that 
is more complex and globally connected 
than ever before. A new senior social 
studies curriculum is teaching students 
the basics of government and citizenship 
while at the same time addressing current 
world issues.

The semester-long course is designed 
around three main units of study: Founda-
tions of Government, Participation and 
Citizenship, and World Issues and the 
Individual. By the end of the semester, 
students are more knowledgeable about 
how the United States government func-
tions and the skills needed to participate 
as an involved citizen in the world.

Teenagers also come away from class 

with a better understanding of how this 
country’s government compares with other 
governmental systems, how individuals 
and societies infl uence global concerns 
and actions, and how different belief sys-
tems (religious, economic, and cultural) 
affect world relations.

“It gives you a very broad perspective,” 
said Puyallup High School senior Rachael 
Butler.

Megan Chisholm, a senior social stud-
ies teacher at Rogers High School, said 
current world issues that receive extensive 
media coverage have generated lively 
class discussions. Students have been 

Students study world issues and 
government in new curriculum

continued on page 10

Photos from left: Carson Elementary Project Manager Dewey Lybecker takes the school’s lead team on a tour of  the school site as it 
continues to move closer to opening day this September. Edgerton Elementary Planning Principal Guy Kovacs shows future Edgerton 
student Tyler Brownfield, a third grader at Pope Elementary and a student member on the school’s art selections committee, potential 
spaces to locate publicly funded art. Both schools, funded with money from the 2004 school bond, are on schedule and on budget.

Ashley Sellers (right) shares a viewpoint on a class assignment 
while Jace Sloan follows along in Tony Batinovich’s senior social 
studies class at Puyallup High School.
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Honoring cultures with art

Photo: Stahl Junior High seventh 
grader Madison Jaramillo shows 
off her Honoring Cultures proj-
ect on “My Mexican Heritage.”

Students are honoring their cultures 
through the use of artwork, combined 
with storytelling and classroom activi-
ties, as part of the district’s multicultural 
curriculum.

The Respecting Ethnic and Cultural Heri-
tage (REACH) curriculum is designed to 
increase students’ awareness, acceptance, 
and appreciation of others.

Recently Stahl Junior High held its sev-
enth annual Culture Fair. More than 350 
seventh graders presented information 
about their cultures in the form of a tri-
fold display board and “artifacts” ranging 
from handmade items and musical instru-
ments, to food samples and decorations.

Hunt Elementary School also celebrated 
students’ work with the REACH curricu-
lum during a family “Art Walk.” Stu-
dent work was displayed throughout the 
hallways, and second graders performed a 
music program, “Our Multicultural 
Community.”

To see more photos from these events, 
visit the school district’s Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
click on More District News.

Pink spotted lions, yellow 
striped tigers, and green 
streaked bears. Oh My!

Kindergartners and fi rst 
graders from Woodland 
Elementary let their imag-
inations and their paint 
dabbers run wild during 
a recent fi eld trip to the 
Tacoma Art Museum.

The budding artists and 
their teachers toured 
“The Art of Eric Carle” 
exhibit, which included 
a visit to the gallery of 
his works and a hands-on 
lesson of his distinctive 
art style.

Carle has illustrated more than 70 books, most of which he also wrote, including his 
celebrated classic, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar.” His artwork is created in collage 
technique, using hand-painted papers, which he cuts and layers to form bright and 
cheerful images.

Once in the gallery, the students were awed by the bright, colorful artwork that 
they recognized from books their teachers had read to them in class. 
They excitedly pointed to the hungry caterpillar, the crazy 
monkey, and the happy spider, and they couldn’t wait to try 
their own hand at the fun art style.

In the art studio, a museum instructor shared with the children 
how Carle begins with a blank sheet of paper, sketches a design, 
paints the paper, and layers it into a collage. Students watched a video of Eric Carle 
making a caterpillar and learned some basic art concepts, such as the difference between 
warm and cool colors.

Then they turned into artists themselves. Using paint dabbers, they created dots, streaks, 

First-grade teacher Andrea DeBruler reads an Eric Carle book 
to the class.

swirls, stripes, and blended background colors on paper. Once one child had fi nished 
dabbing a design onto the paper, it was passed around the table for other children to 
add their artistic touch.

“They had to work cooperatively,” said fi rst-grade teacher Helen Iafrati.

Students sketched outlines of animals, moons, suns, and trees, then cut and layered 
pieces of the painted paper within their designs.

The end result would make Eric Carle proud.

First grader Hunter Brewer created a blue-
headed turtle with an orange and yellow 
shell dotted with green, while Kaitlynn 
Burger-Bagley opted for a pink tiger cov-
ered in multi-colored spots. 

Kindergarten teacher Janet Kempe brought 
her students’ colored papers back to Wood-
land to add to the “Creation Station” — an 
art center full of supplies where children can 
use their imaginations to create various art 
forms. Several students have since created 
additional collages, she said.

The kindergartners also drew crayon pictures and wrote about their visit, using a tech-
nique called four-square writing. The topic is listed in the center of the paper, which is 
sectioned into four parts for students to draw and write about the topic.

Kempe also made a list of the stu-
dents’ favorite memories of the trip, 
which she sent home to parents. “I 
like the caterpillar that I made,” said 
Harper Frost. Classmate Matti Glasser 
recalled seeing all of the pictures in 
the museum, while Juli Dowd was 
excited about making a glow worm.

During reading, fi rst-grade teacher 
Beth Allen shared Eric Carle books 
and asked her students to think about 
what he used to make certain textures 
or colors.

First-grade teacher Andrea DeBruler 
said the exhibit was “nothing short of 
beautiful, amazing, and awesome.” 
Woodland’s PTA helped fund the fi eld trip, and the museum gave students free passes so 
they could return with their families.

“They had a much greater appreciation afterwards of his art,” DeBruler said.

Blending art,
literacy,
and a love
for learning

From left: Kindergartners Spencer Journey, 
Trenten Spicer, and Timmy Seo make collages.

Turtle
Hunter Brewer

Butterfl y
Madison Ocker

Pink spotted tiger
Kaitlynn Burger-Bagley

Art exhibit memories
Jericho McLean
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Students take the 
spotlight in winter 
drama productions

Photos (left to right): Natalie 
Colvin and Stephen Leonard 
capture the spotlight and Bar-
rett Hopp and Brian Kerrick 
draw some laughs during the 
“The Fantasticks” at Rogers 
High School.

Puyallup School District employees exceeded this year’s 
United Way campaign goal with $95,843 in contributions 
— more than $10,000 over the district’s goal and $13,000 
above the previous year. Individual school campaigns also 
topped expectations with nearly all of the sites meeting or 
exceeding the building goal.

“Thousands of people are going to be helped by your generos-
ity,” said Rick Allen, president of the United Way of Pierce 
County. “The return on that money is spectacular,” he said, in 
areas such as early childhood issues, health care, and housing.

Superintendent Tony Apostle made a special visit to the three 
schools where employee contributions exceeded the build-
ing goal by the highest percentage. This year’s winners were 
Walker High School/Phoenix Program, which achieved 413 
percent of its goal; Wildwood Elementary, 316 percent; and 
Meeker Elementary, 304 percent.

The Puyallup School District also was named the winner of 
the “2006 School District Challenge” issued by Bethel School 
District Superintendent Tom Seigel. Seigel challenged all 
Pierce County school districts to achieve the highest total in 
the campaign, using a formula based on the percentage of 
employees contributing and the per-employee dollar fi gure. 
Apostle invited Seigel to Puyallup and presented him with a 
Puyallup School District T-shirt, which the neighboring super-
intendent wore as he posed for a photo in front of a roomful of 
cheering district employees.

District reaches all-time high in United Way campaign Maplewood and
Stewart receive grants

High school welding students put their 
skills to work this year in a partnership 
with Pierce County Parks and Recreation.

For the seventh consecutive year, students 
from Puyallup and Rogers high schools 
helped build displays for a winter holiday 
light show in Spanaway Park. Thousands 
of cars drove two miles through the 12th 
Annual Fantasy Lights exhibit, where the 
student art was featured alongside 300 
other designs.

Paul Elliott and Cory Medsker, both 
second-year welding students at Rogers 
High, said they jumped at the chance to 
build nearly two dozen display pieces out 
of rebar. 

The two students spent several weeks 
creating oversized holiday lights that 
arched over the roadway and were 
strung with mini lights along the side of 
the road. Elliott said it was sometimes 
hard to picture what the pieces he was 
working on would look like when they 
were fi nished. “Then I saw it all togeth-
er and thought, ‘Wow, this is amazing,’” 
he said.

Both of the student welders said their 
participation taught them a lot about weld-
ing and about community participation. 
“Some of the things we had to work on 
were actually quite challenging, and we 
really had to look back at what we had 
learned,” Elliott said.

Medsker agreed that while the process was 
challenging at times, he learned a lot from 
the experience. “This project with all of 

these little pieces turned into something so 
much more,” he said.

Josh LaPierre, a senior at Puyallup High 
School, said getting designs from the 
Parks and Recreation department, and then 
following them to build something, was 
a great practical way to use the skills he 
learned in class.

“It was a lot of work, but a great learning 
experience,” LaPierre said. He and his 
classmates created rebar clams, jellyfi sh, 
a submarine, and shrimp which were 
displayed in an underwater-themed sec-
tion. Other Puyallup students who assisted 
with the construction included seniors 
Nick Goretti, Brandon Bryant, and Elliott 
Roland, as well as 2006 graduates Cale 
Ramsaur, Matt Stacey, Nate Brooksby, 
and Mark Bromley.

Rogers High School teacher Bob Dore 
said his students used many of the skills 
they learned in class to shape the rebar. 
“The students have been able to experi-
ence metal fabrication techniques of cut-
ting, bending, and joining the parts using 
gas metal arc welding equipment,” he 

said. “They took pride in being involved 
with a fi nished product that went on pub-
lic display.”

That sense of pride for the students involved 
is one of the reasons that the partnership 
has been in place for the past several years. 
“This has been a great partnership between 
Pierce County Parks and Recreation and 
the Rogers High School welding program,” 
Dore said. “We are proud of our contribution 
to this great and fun event.”

Having students be able to show friends 
and family their work on display is one of 
the reasons Scott Hall, superintendent of 
recreation with the county, said he enjoys 
working with the student welders. “It’s 
nice for them to show what they have 
done,” he said. The students’ work returns 
as part of the exhibit each year.

Hall said the county is working on plan-
ning next year’s Fantasy Lights display, 
which opens in late November and 
continues through the end of December. 
“We are looking forward to working with 
the schools for many years to come,” 
Hall said.

Student welders spark long-standing partnership with county

Maplewood and Stewart elementary 
schools have received grants from 
the Boeing Employees Credit Union 
(BECU) for educational programs.

Stewart Elementary School is the ben-
efi ciary of a $1,700 BECU grant that 
will allow 24 fi fth and sixth graders to 
attend an after-school science program 
called “Mad Science” for six weeks. 
The program offers students hands-on 
experience in science experiments and 
allows them to gain a deeper under-
standing of science. 

“We are so excited to get the grant,” 
said Stewart Elementary Principal Clara 
Davidson. “It allows some of our stu-
dents who otherwise may not be able to 
take advantage of this program a chance 
to do so.”

Maplewood Elementary School also re-
ceived a BECU grant. The $2,874 will 
be used to purchase materials to teach a 
before- and after-school math interven-
tion program.

Debbie Wege, director of the BECU 
Foundation, said her organization is 
always excited when it has a chance to 
give back to the communities it serves. 

Students have been dominating the stage 
the past few months during winter drama 
productions. Most recently at the high 
school level, Emerald Ridge presented 
“You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown,” 
Puyallup High performed “Twelfth 
Night,” and Rogers High performed 
“The Fantasticks.” Check the events 
calendar on the district Web Site for 
upcoming spring productions, including 
several at the junior high schools.

Photo: Superintendent Tony Apostle listens to 
second grader Alexandra Rector read in the 
Help One Student To Succeed program at Wild-
wood Elementary — one of  three schools that 
exceeded their United Way goal. 

photos courtesy of Rogers High student Ana Jacobs

photo courtesy of Glenn Malone

Rogers High seniors Paul Elliott and 
Cory Medsker are second-year weld-
ing students. 
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Walker High undergoes student learning ‘transformation’
Changes taking place this year at Walker 
High School have students more eager 
than ever before to go to school, more 
confi dent in their abilities, and more 
open to post-high school educational 
opportunities.

“It’s been a transformation,” said Princi-
pal Ailene Baxter. “Walker isn’t the same 
school that it was two years ago.”

Walker High, the district’s alternative high 
school, is in the second year of a three-
year, state-funded school improvement as-
sistance program. The effort is coordinated 
by the Offi ce of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI).

One of the most signifi cant changes this 
year has been doubling the amount of 
time ninth and tenth graders spend at 
school. Students attend Walker for six 
hours a day four days each week, com-
pared to fi ve hours a day just two days a 
week in years prior.

Students in grades 11 and 12 are also re-
ceiving more direct instruction on Wednes-
days — a day that last year was consumed 
with students dropping off or picking up 
weekly homework packets.

“There just wasn’t 
enough instructional 
time in the past to give 
kids what they needed,” 
Baxter said. “We’ve 
made a shift to the type 
of program that sup-
ports the learning stu-
dents need to meet state 
standards and succeed 
after high school.” 

The entire approach to 
learning has also changed — not only for 
ninth and tenth graders, but for juniors and 
seniors as well. Gone are the days when 
teachers handed out weekly work packets 
that students completed mostly on their 
own at home and returned a week later for 
credit and a new packet of assignments.

“The focus now is on active learning in the 
classroom,” Baxter said. “The eight-period 
day gives more time for students to make 
up classes and credits so they can get back 
on track to graduate. By doing this quick-
ly, hopefully they will stay in school.”

Every ninth and tenth grader, for example, 
is enrolled this year in a math lab to rein-
force skills learned in math class. Similar-
ly, students are automatically enrolled in 
an English skills class to cement concepts 
learned in English class.

Students like sopho-
more Melissa Voglis 
welcome the new ap-
proach to learning.

“I think it’s a lot bet-
ter,” said Voglis, who 
is in her second year at 
Walker. “I like coming 
to school more often 
and learning as a class 
rather than doing as-
signments by myself at 

home. The teachers here are so amazing. 
They know what they are talking about, 
and they love their jobs.” 

Junior Danielle Jack 
agrees. “I feel like I 
am learning more this 
year and my grades 
are up.”

Teachers are also prais-
ing the new instruc-
tional approach. They 
say attendance is up 
this year as students 
have risen to the chal-
lenge of the longer school day and week. 
“Ultimately they are getting a better cur-
riculum because I am able to cover more 
and do more labs with the additional time,” 
said Erik Foit, who teaches anatomy/physi-
ology, biology, and global science. 

Colleague Julie Allison concurs. “It’s 
extremely helpful” having the increased 
time with students, she said, adding that 
the homework is relevant to what she 
teaches daily in class rather than being 
pre-assigned as part of the former weekly 
work packets.

Staff members are receiving ongoing 
training as part of the school improve-
ment grant program. Teachers, includ-
ing those who work with eighth graders 
enrolled in the Phoenix program, meet 
weekly to develop new teaching strate-
gies, design lesson plans, and discuss 
creative ways to engage students.

Walker High School serves students from all walks of life in grades eight through 12.

The 260 students enrolled this year range from those who are too shy to function in 
a large school, to those who are living on their own, work full time, or are behind in 
their credits.

Others come from small private school or home school settings before attempting a 
larger comprehensive high school, are pregnant or parents, have suffered a personal 
tragedy, or are homeless. 

“We have some kids that are going through tough situations that would absolutely 
crush the average adult,” said Principal Ailene Baxter. “Yet they are here, and 
working hard, and resilient as can be. I continue to be amazed and impressed by the 
strengths these kids have.”

Now in its 28th year, the school prides itself on providing intensive academic support, 
personalized to student needs, in a highly structured setting. Staff members attempt 
to know their students as well as possible, taking note of circumstances in their lives 
beyond the school setting to be able to best help them succeed in school.

Walker High students are accountable for the same graduation requirements as all 
students in the Puyallup School District. They must pass a set of required courses; 
build a plan to prepare for their post-high school careers; meet state learning stan-
dards in reading, writing, and math on the WASL or one of several state-approved 
alternatives; and complete a culminating project that requires them to apply their 
skills on a topic of interest to them.

Some attend Walker for a year or two and then return to the comprehensive high 
school program, while others stay their entire high school career at Walker and 
graduate in a special commencement ceremony during which awards and scholar-
ships are presented.

The goal, said Baxter, is that each student feels an integral part of the school and 
receives the help and attention necessary for his or her success.

Walker High School at a glance

Last summer, a team of seven staff 
members and the principal attended a 
University of Washington institute train-
ing on efforts to close the achievement 
gap between high- and low-achieving 
students. This year, a team of staff is at-
tending another UW institute on preparing 
students for college.

Information compiled by the Washington 
State Board for Community and Technical 
Colleges shows that 22 percent of Walker 
High’s Class of 2002 continued their edu-
cation at community or technical colleges. 
In 2005, that number skyrocketed to 78 
percent. Baxter wants to continue adding 
more rigorous classes at Walker High to 
begin preparing students for four-year col-
leges and universities as well.

For the fi rst time ever, the school is also 
exploring the idea of forming a PTA, 
beginning next fall. “Our parents are very 
supportive,” Baxter said. “When we ask 
them to meet with us or come to an event, 
they are here. Like any parent, they want 
what’s best for their child.”

Creating a PTA at Walker High would also 
allow students an opportunity to enter art-

work and writing in the annual statewide 
Refl ections program. Each year for the 
past several years students have produced 
a collection of writing and visual art in a 
spiral-bound book, “Invictus.”

The school’s improvement efforts are 
supported with weekly visits and guid-
ance from Kathy Odegaard, a school im-
provement facilitator who contracts with 
OSPI. During her weekly visits, Ode-
gaard meets with Baxter and occasionally 
sits in on staff instruction meetings to 
offer suggestions and support.

One measurement of student success is 
performance on the Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning. In the past 
three years, tenth-grade reading scores 
have doubled and writing scores have 
tripled. Odegaard said she expects to see 
a signifi cant difference again this year 
now that students have had more time in 
the classroom.

“The movement from last year to this 
year has been miraculous,” she said. 
“This place is a safe haven to kids, and 
we have to continue to bring them along 
academically.”

Puyallup School 
District’s ninth annual 
Science Fair, “Science 
Explorations 2007,” 
will be held April 19-22 
during the Spring Fair at 
the Western Washington 
Fairgrounds.

Individual and class-
room projects will be on 
display throughout the 
weekend on the second 
fl oor of the Pavilion. Sci-
ence demonstrations will 
be in the same location.

Students in grades four 
through 12 will also 
compete against each 
other in a timed event 
called the Straw Tower 
Contest at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 19. 
Students can register for this contest at 
their schools or between 6 and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 18 on the second fl oor 
of the Pavilion.

This year’s Family Science Literacy 
Series includes groups such as the Pacifi c 
Science Center; Pierce College chem-
istry students; and elementary, junior 

high, and high school students from this 
district who will demonstrate a variety 
of experiments. Pacifi c Science Center 
performances include “Volts and Jolts” 
on Saturday, April 21, and “Radical 
Reactions” on Sunday, April 22. Both 
performances begin at 4:30 p.m.
The Science Fair awards ceremony 
begins at 6 p.m. Sunday, April 22. For 
more information, contact the Science 
Resource Center at (253) 840-8970.

Science Explorations 2007

Walker High School student Zach Clark weighs an egg during a lab 
unit on weight and mass during biology class.

Ailene Baxter

Sunrise Elementary students Kora Frias and 
Kenny Meyers learn how to make a filament 
as part of a science lesson in Kim Yeager’s 
and Mike Holten’s fifth grade classes.

Melissa
Voglis

Danielle 
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A growing number of junior high and high 
school students are dancing to the beat of 
a different drum — in some cases, using 
their bodies to create the beat.

Step and urban dance are two art forms 
that are increasing in popularity here and 
nationwide. Two of the district’s high 
schools and two junior highs have step or 
urban dance clubs this year, and another 
junior high created step routines this fall 
as part of its dance club.

The clubs, made up of boys and girls 
representing a range of ethnicities, have 
performed everywhere from school as-
semblies and the Daffodil Parade, to area 
contests and community celebrations.

The groups are open to anyone who wants 
to participate, with veteran members 
working with newcomers to teach them 
the movements.

The popularity of the dance style is evi-
dent at school assemblies, where fellow 
students recognize the athleticism and 
precision involved. “They bring down 
the house,” Emerald Ridge High junior 
Jessica Treich said of the school’s urban 
dance group.

Urban dance movements vary depend-
ing on the group. Emerald Ridge High, 
for example, does mostly break dancing, 
while Rogers High’s urban dance mem-
bers combine hip-hop, break dancing, 
tumbling, and gymnastics. The moves are 
fast, tight, and fully choreographed to hip-
hop dance music.

Stepping, a dance 
tradition made 
popular by his-
torically African-
American fraterni-
ties and sororities 
in the early 1900s, 
is a complex per-
formance involv-
ing synchronized 
percussive move-
ment. The body 
takes the place of 
the drum, creating 
intricate rhythms 
and sounds through 
a combination of 
clapping, slapping 
the hands against 
various parts of the 
body, and stomp-
ing of feet.

The art form can 
be traced to the 
people and cultural dance traditions of 
Africa. As stepping has evolved, it has 
combined elements of military drills with 
contemporary hip-hop moves.

Students are stepping this year at Rogers 
High, as well as at Aylen, Kalles, and Bal-
lou junior high schools.

The movements that step and urban dance 
groups practice are different from the 
district’s traditional 
school dance teams, 
which usually per-
form more jazz-style 
routines. High school 
dance teams also com-
pete on a statewide 
level through the Washington Interscho-
lastic Activities Association (WIAA). Step 
and urban dance are not yet listed among 
the WIAA dance/drill categories. 

Recognizing that students need an outlet 
to compete, Darlin Johnson, a juvenile 
probation offi cer with King County Supe-
rior Court and a former cheer, dance, and 
gymnastics coach, has begun coordinating 
dance competitions and workshops for 
students throughout the region.

“Everyone can’t play basketball or foot-
ball, but everybody can dance,” Johnson 
said. “Dance is universal, and the students 
are the ones creating it. It comes from 
their heart and a lot of hard work.”

The Rogers step 
club, formed six 
years ago and 
offi cially called 
“Next Step,” 
brought home 
a second-place 
trophy last fall at a 
competition at the 
Temple Theatre 
in Tacoma. The 
students are sched-
uled to compete 
again this month 
with the school’s 
newly formed 
urban dance group. 
Between 25 and 
40 students of 
all skill levels 
regularly show up 
after school for the 
twice-a-week step 
practices. 

In addition to performing at area competi-
tions and at their own school assemblies 
or basketball games, the Rogers High step 
club has been invited to perform at several 
community presentations. Last month 
the club stepped at a Martin Luther King, 
Jr. celebration in Lakewood. It also has 
performed the past two years at the school 
district’s diversity celebration.

“We make up all 
of our own steps,” 
said captain Shantae 
Mathews, a senior 
who is planning a 
career as a medical 
assistant. “We could 

watch music videos to get ideas, but it’s 
never the same or as tight as making up 
your own steps.”

Sophomore Rodderrick Preacher joined 
the group this fall. “I’ve always been 
interested in step,” he said. “I like how it’s 
open to everyone and it’s fun.”

Not to mention a good workout.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 

and fi tness in the school district, said he 
is pleased to see the increased interest 
in step and urban dance. “The physical 
fi tness that these activities provide goes a 
long way in promoting healthy hearts and 
bodies.”

The clubs also form the basis for friend-
ships. Emerald Ridge High senior Will 
Mires joined the school’s “Urban Dance 
Crew” two years ago shortly after moving 
here from Japan. “It was a great way to 
meet people, and it’s something I enjoy,” 
he said.

Eighth grader Kayla Long, co-captain 
of the Aylen Junior High step club, said 
stepping is “free rein — you can be 
creative.” Aylen’s step group occasion-
ally uses drumsticks made out of dowel-
ing wrapped in electrical tape to create 
additional sound by striking the ground, 
especially when performing outside. 

The students will use that technique next 
month when they perform in the Daffodil 
Parade. 

At Kalles Junior High, advisor Kim 
Armstrong, who participated on a step 
team when she was in a college sorority, 
begins each year by educating students 
about the history of step. She said the 
club is a good opportunity for students of 
all backgrounds and ethnicities to come 
together, and for students of color to 
celebrate their culture.

Ballou Junior High’s dance team inte-
grated step this year as part of its dance 
club. The students performed a step rou-
tine last month during the school’s pep 
assembly. “It’s different than other styles 
of dance and requires a lot of commu-
nication,” said advisor Lindsey Swardz. 
“They all love doing the same thing and 
really want to be here.”

Jeremy Bautista break dances while fellow Emerald Ridge High 
School “Urban Crew” members (from left) Batsoyombo Batchuluun 
and Jed Sarmiento look on.

Step and urban dance builds in popularity across district 

“Everyone can’t play basketball 
or football, but everybody can 
dance.”

Darlin Johnson

Rogers High School “Next Step” dance members (from left) Shabrea  Alexander, Terrion Martin, Danesha 
Graves, Jamilah Turner, and Grey Dimailig practice a routine in advance of a competition this month. 

Rogers High students Erika 
Sielski and Garin Peyton create 
rhythms with sounds in step club.
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Communities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP) is a group 
of local parents, business people, educators, and faith 
and civic leaders with a mission to match the resources 
of the community with the needs of children.

On March 29, the organization will host its second 
annual “Friendraiser” breakfast and auction at the 
Puyallup Fairgrounds Expo Hall. Keynote speaker is 

A parent meeting to discuss summer athletic plan-
ning will be held on Monday, March 26 at each of 
the district’s three comprehensive high schools. The 
meetings, which are for parents only, begin at 7 p.m. in 
the Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high school 
gymnasiums.

The event is designed to provide parents an early 
opportunity to receive communication from coaches 
about summer athletic plans, team camps, and training 
calendars. In this way, parents will have the informa-
tion early in spring to help them as they plan summer 
vacations and family activities, said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, and fi tness.

The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association 
(WIAA) restricts schools from encouraging student 
athletes (out-of-season) to participate in a given sport, 
or from distributing information to athletes pertaining 
to a specifi c event or activity. Coaches are permit-
ted to have one meeting with squad members prior to 
the opening day of practice to issue equipment and 
distribute information. The coaches plan to meet with 
student athletes at a later date; therefore, the March 26 
meeting is for parents only.

For more information, including whether other sports 
in addition to basketball, football, and volleyball will 
be covered at the meeting, visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/studentprograms/athletic or 
contact the individual high school athletic directors.

Becky Bidwell-Hanson, program director of CIS in New 
Orleans. She will speak about how Hurricane Katrina 
impacted public education there. The fund-raising event 
is open to the public. Cost is $50 per person, payable at 
the door. 

CISP works with the Puyallup School District to 
coordinate school and community partnerships such 
as Good Samaritan Readers, Wednesday After-School 
Programs, and the March Gladness community service 
initiative under way this month.

Getting students involved in the community has been 
a big focus, said CISP Board President Dave Robbs. 
Working with schools, students, parents, churches, and 
local businesses, CISP packaged 10,000 health kits 
to tsunami victims, collected more than $100,000 for 
victims of Hurricane Katrina, and coordinated more 
than 5,000 hours of community service.

“Our kids need a lot of support to feel valued, succeed 
in school, and prepare for life, and that’s what we’re 
all about,” Robbs said. Financially, the organization 
relies on donations, fund-raisers, and grants. For more 
information, contact CISP Director Chris Loftis at 
(253) 840-8917. 

Parent meeting set March 26 
on summer athletic planning

Communities In Schools of 
Puyallup partners with district

The formula for success in school 
used to equate to knowing the 
“3 R’s” — reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. In recent years, educa-
tors nationwide have added science 
to the mix.

Recognizing the need for students 
to have a strong science education, 
the Puyallup School Board recently 
revised the district’s graduation 
requirements to ensure that every 
student enrolls in a science class 
— specifi cally physical science — in 
ninth grade. This course require-
ment takes effect this fall, 2007.

“We believe it is critical that all 
Puyallup School District students 
receive quality science education 
that will prepare them to meet state 
standards, as well as give them the 
opportunity to pursue educational 
and career opportunities that are 
science related,” said Jay Reifel, 
assistant superintendent of student 
learning and instructional support.

The board’s action is the next in a 
series of steps that directors have taken in recent years to 
put an increasing emphasis on science. Two years ago, 
the board increased the amount of science in grades seven 
and eight from one semester to a full year. Last year, the 
district launched the fi rst of a three-year adoption of a 
new elementary science curriculum, and this is the fi rst 
year of a new biology curriculum in tenth grade.

In the past, students could wait until high school to take 
the two years of science required for graduation. With the 
change, they will be required to take physical science in 
ninth grade followed by biology in tenth grade.

Missing a year or more of science results in students who 
are ill-prepared for some of the sub-
ject matter taught in high school sci-
ence courses, said Andrew Schwebke, 
director of student learning. The state 
has developed a timeline showing 
what students should be taught in 
science at each grade level. “We need 
to give them a chance to master these 
grade level expectations,” he said.

Furthermore, students who take a 
year off from science lack some of 
the basic skills and knowledge they 
must have to be successful on the 

tenth-grade Washington Assessment of Student Learning 
(WASL), Schwebke said. “Their chances of passing the 
WASL are greatly diminished.”

In a recent report to the school board, Schwebke present-

ed a chart that showed WASL science scores in Puyallup 
compared to school districts similar in demographics. 
Puyallup’s 32 percent of students meeting the science 
standard is between 10 and 20 percentage points lower 
than Northshore, Bellevue, and Shoreline school districts, 
and also lower than the state average.

“We do kids a disservice by not requiring it and expect-
ing them to be up to speed,” said Kevin Dahl, a ninth 
grade science instructor who has been teaching 18 years 
at Edgemont Junior High. “It’s like math. If you end up 
skipping a year, you take a step backwards. You lose the 
science inquiry and problem-solving process.”

Schwebke will work with science teachers over the next 
several months to select new ninth grade instructional 
materials more closely aligned with the state’s grade level 
expectations.

“We are in a shift to understanding that science is a core 
curricular area,” Schwebke said. “Seventy percent of our 
kids are getting the message on the tenth-grade WASL 
that they are not doing well in science. We need to give 
them the instruction they deserve to go on and be suc-
cessful.”

The board’s revision to graduation requirements also ear-
marks specifi c math and social studies courses needed for 
graduation. Students must take math through geometry 
and three social studies classes — world studies, Ameri-
can studies, and senior social studies. These changes take 
effect beginning with the Class of 2011, who are this 
year’s eighth graders.

All ninth graders to take science this fall 

particularly interested this semester in discussing 
issues related to immigration, as well as confl icts in the 
Middle East.

Encouraging students to be involved in class and in-
trigued about world issues is one of the key benefi ts of 
the new learning materials, said Brian Fox, director of 
student learning. 

The materials give teachers a good foundation to build 
their lessons plans, Fox said, while at the same time ad-
dressing the state’s Essential Academic Learning Re-
quirements. “There is a framework, but there is fl exibility 
placed within that,” Fox said.

Lessons focus on history, geography, 
economics, and civics — all of which 
are identifi ed in the state’s learning 
requirements. Chisholm said, “We hit 
a lot of topics with this curriculum, 
and I like that I can do some tailoring 
of my own.”

Walker High School senior social stud-
ies teacher Colin Findlay also likes the 
curriculum’s fl exibility. He said there 
is so much good information to share 
with students that he wishes he had longer than one semes-

ter to teach the concepts. Students also fi nish the class, he 
said, with a thirst 
for more knowl-
edge. “There is a 
lot going on.”

The course also 
helps prepare 
students for new 
classroom-based 
performance as-
sessments. Just 
as students are 
tested in reading, 
writing, math, 
and science on 
the Washington 
Assessment of 
Student Learn-
ing, state law 
mandates that 
students be assessed for their skills and knowledge in 
social studies, the arts, and health and fi tness.

The assessments are not required by state law until the 
2008-09 school year, however Puyallup and many other 
districts statewide have already begun giving students the 
tests as part of a pilot program.

World issues and government
continued from page 5

Megan
Chisholm

Edgemont Junior High ninth grader Brooke Barrett works on 
a chromatography lab in physical science class. Beginning 
this fall, all ninth graders will be required to take physical 
science.

Andrew
Schwebke

Colin Findlay teaches senior 
social studies at Walker High.

The following dates have been established for the 
2007-08 school year:

First Day of School: September 5
Thanksgiving Break: November 22-23
Winter Break: December 24 through January 4
Mid-Winter Break: February 15
Spring Break: March 31 through April 4
Last Day of School: June 17

Other calendar information will be released follow-
ing the conclusion of negotiations between the district 
and the Puyallup Education Association. Updates will be 
posted on the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

2007-08 calendar dates set
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World Affairs Summit April 19-21

No one likes confl ict. So it’s not surpris-
ing, says a nationally recognized author, 
that some people are reluctant to sit down 
and have a conversation about race. 

Gerald Denman, director of diversity af-
fairs in the Puyallup School District, has 
set out to break that silence.

He has asked school principals, assistant 
principals, and district leadership to read 
and meet in small groups this year to 
candidly discuss the book, “Why Are All 
the Black Kids Sitting Together in the 
Cafeteria?”

Author Beverly Daniel Tatum lectures 
extensively throughout the country and 
is considered an expert on race relations 
in the classroom and the development of 
racial identity.
 
At the outset of each small group study 
session, Denman clarifi es that the book 
is not just about African-Americans who 
assimilate in school cafeterias or work-
places. It is also about issues relevant to 
Native Americans, Hispanics, Asians, 
multiracial, and other people of color. 

The conversations taking place in the 
study sessions are open, honest, and at 
times painstakingly personal as partici-
pants delve into their own backgrounds to 
confront racial issues.

“It’s hard work, but it’s necessary and 
meaningful work,” Denman told a recent 
group of junior high administrators. 
“We’re going to talk about things that 
aren’t your favorite things to talk about.”

In the end, Denman said he hopes each 
person can use what they learn in the 
study groups to effect change in the 
schools, especially as it relates to creat-
ing a welcoming environment for all and 
helping to close the achievement gap 
between high-achieving and low-achiev-
ing students.

Stahl Junior High Assistant Principal 
Melanie Helle said the key 
is to make connections with 
students of all backgrounds 
“to let them know you care 
about them.” One point she 
gleaned from the book is 
the importance of having 
conversations about race 
with children at a young 
age. Tatum says children 
begin noticing skin color 
differences and asking 
questions in preschool.

Ballou Junior High Principal 
Sandra Jacobson agreed, 
adding each and every 
student, no matter what 
their skin color, should feel 
special and valued.

According to recent infor-
mation from the Offi ce of 
the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, 75.83 percent 
of Puyallup School District 

students are Caucasian; 6.53 percent are 
Hispanic; 6 percent are Asian; 4.13 per-
cent are African-American; 4.24 percent 
are multiracial, 1.68 percent are Ameri-
can Indian or Alaska Native; .83 percent 
are Hawaiian or Pacifi c Islander; and .76 
percent did not indicate an ethnicity on 
enrollment data.  

Denman encourages participants to 
consider when, where, and how in their 
schools they talk about racism.

In a chapter of the book called “Break-
ing the Silence,” Tatum writes: “We all 
have a sphere of infl uence. Each of us 
needs to fi nd our own sources of courage 
so that we will begin to speak. There are 
many problems to address, and we can-

“You all need to be proud of who 
you are and proud of the color of 
your skin.”

Conchita Oliver-Moore

not avoid them indefi nitely. We cannot 
continue to be silent.”

Spinning Elementary Principal Con-
chita Oliver-Moore put that message into 
practice at a recent schoolwide assembly 
honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. At the 
end of a series of student presentations, 
Oliver-Moore stood before the student 
body and personalized King’s message for 
Spinning Elementary.

“You all need to be proud of who you are 
and proud of the color of your skin,” she 
said. You need to be proud of the face you 
have – the nose 
you have, the 
shape of your 
lips. Don’t you 
dare let anyone 
keep you from 
being proud. 
And if you 
hear someone 
calling some-
one else by a 
name other than 
their own, or 
see someone 
being mean on 
the playground, 
intervene if you 
feel comfortable 
or tell an adult.”

She continued: “It is in you that we all have 
our freedoms. It starts with you now.” She 
then had students repeat after her, “We 
always want to be free, and I hold the key.”

During the book studies and in his hand-
outs at the outset of the discussions, Den-
man helps participants defi ne key terms 
in the book — words such as prejudice, 
cultural racism, racial advantage/white 
privilege, and racial identity development.

“Cultural racism — the cultural images 
and messages that affi rm the assumed 
superiority of whites and the assumed in-

feriority of people of color — is like smog 
in the air,” Tatum writes. “Sometimes it is 
so thick it is visible, other times it is less 
apparent, but always, day in and day out, 
we are breathing it in.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle praised 
Denman’s efforts with the book study at 
the outset of a recent discussion group. 
“I’m excited about what you are walking 
us through,” he said.

Puyallup School District students and 
staff will participate in the fi rst-ever 
World Affairs Summit, which is open 
to the public April 19 through 21 in 
downtown Tacoma.

More than 40 speakers and programs 
are planned, including presentations and 
performances by district students on 
Friday night, April 20.

The conference will focus on three 
themes: peace and social justice, the 
environment, and education. In ad-
dition to speakers and discussions, 
the summit will feature art, entertain-
ment, and food. The free event will 
be staged at venues along the Link in 
downtown Tacoma. 

The Puyallup School District and its 
Diversity Committee is partnering 
with several other area organizations 
to sponsor the two-day event. Other 
founding sponsors include Pacifi c Lu-
theran University, University of Puget 
Sound, University of Washington, The 

News Tribune, Tacoma Art Museum, 
Tacoma Downtown Merchants Group, 
and Tacoma Regional Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

The district’s Diversity Committee, 
which has sponsored a spring com-
munity celebration the past three years, 
decided to broaden its scope this year by 
supporting the World Affairs Summit.

Student and community volunteers 
are needed to help set up and clean 
up, greet people, and assist in the 
information booths. If interested in 
helping, e-mail Sunrise Elementary 
teacher Janet Tran at tranjc@puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. Include name, day or 
time interested in volunteering, and 
contact information.

A list of Puyallup School District 
participants and the times they will be 
presenting or performing will be posted 
on the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Point to Our 
District, then click on Diversity Affairs.

Diversity Affairs director hosts book study on race relations

Students leave for China in April

An elementary school leadership group discusses the book, “Why 
Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?”

Puyallup High School sophomore Ryan Hager visits with Chinese 
student Wang Diya, one of  10 students who visited Puyallup last 
month. Next month, 11 of  this district’s high school students will 
travel to Chengdu, China. To read about the Chinese students’ 
visit to Puyallup and more about the China Program, visit the 
Puyallup School District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page, click on More District News.

Conchita
Oliver-Moore

Director of  Diversity Affairs Gerald Denman 
facilitates a book study on race relations.
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Student artwork on display 
during Youth Art Month
Visual art created by students in kindergarten through 
grade 12 are on display through the end of March at 

Karshner Museum and the Puyallup School 
District’s administration offi ces.

Some artwork has also been selected for the Dan 
Vesey Student Art Show. Winners in two- and 
three-dimensional art will be announced during a 
reception March 27 at the Karshner Museum.

To view the art, visit the Karshner Museum at 
309 Fourth St. N.E., or the Education Service 

Center at 302 Second St. S.E. in Puyallup. Displays include 
student drawings, paintings, photographs, ceramics, and 
metal and glass art.

Photos from left: Puyallup High students work 
on art projects in Becky Lathrop’s design 

class. “Youth Art Month” submissions this year include work by 
students (from top to bottom): Ashley Rose Schleigh of  Rogers 
High; Ellie Mildenberger of  Shaw Road Elementary; and Jessica 
Guiley of  Stahl Junior High.

Sixth graders at Meeker Elementary School lead classmates in the 
new school song during the school’s dedication ceremony.

When school started in Sep-
tember, Meeker Elementary 
School students came back to 
a remodeled school with many 
new features —a new gymna-
sium, more classroom space, 
and updated technology.

Some sixth graders at the 
school decided it was time to 
update another aspect of the 
school — the school song.

“I thought it was a great idea,” 
said music teacher Jill Jones.

Sixth grader Nikki Srur com-
posed the new lyrics to the 
song, which was previously 
a short rap tune. Classmates 
Evan Funk, Marcus Brittain, 
and Tyler Sanchez wrote the 
words to accompany the new 
rap portion.

Creating a new school song gave the 
students a sense of ownership with the 
new building, said Principal Anne Hoban. 
“These students worked really hard on 
this, and to hear the rest of the school 
singing the new school along with them 
was a great experience for them.”

The song was introduced to the public 
during the school’s dedication ceremony 

Meeker Elementary students compose new school song

(Rap) All right Meeker Eagles are you ready for a chant?
Put your hands together and clap them in the air.
Let’s boogie on down till the break of dawn,
And sing this song and have some fun.

(Sing) Meeker Eagles fl y so high.
They soar through the bright and sunny skies.
With honesty and loyalty, like Eagles we are brave.
We fl y so high over mountainsides with wings we learned 
to use.

(Sing) Meeker Eagles show us the way to be better
people as we fl y away.
We promise you that we’ll always be true.
As we fl y away on our Eagles’ wings.

(Rap) So we’ll fl y proud on our Eagles’ wings,
because we learned to think and say positive things.
We will always be proud to be part of Meeker School,
We’re Meeker Eagles and that is COOL!

Meeker School Song

in October. The sixth graders stood in 
front of the rest of the school and commu-
nity members and led their classmates in 
the song, which includes hand gestures.

Hoban said the students were thrilled 
— and a little nervous — for their fi rst 
performance. “They really wanted to do a 
good job and show their spirit to the com-
munity,” Hoban said.

While the students gained a sense of 
school ownership through the process of 
rewriting the school song, they also gained 
a real-world music education. Jones said 
the students expanded their knowledge of 
how words and music blend together and 
worked on fi ne-tuning their recognition of 
tone and melody.

“It was just a great way to bring home 

what I have been teaching them all these 
years,” Jones said.

Sixth grader Nathan Englund said it was 
exciting to sing the new song written by 
his class and see the reactions of the rest 
of the school and members of the commu-
nity. “It was cool to stand up there in front 
of everybody and to see them clapping 
along to our song,” he said.

National math consultant Ruth Parker visits with parent Jim 
Charest during a breakfast meeting with educators, parents, and 
business people. To read about Parker’s presentations in Puyal-
lup, visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the 
Home page, click on More District News.  

There are two options for highly capable elementary students in the Puyallup School 
District’s QUEST Program.

In the pullout option, selected students in grades one through six spend one full day 
per school week at the QUEST enrichment center. Testing for the pullout option oc-
curs in September.

In the self-contained option, selected students in grades three through six attend a 
full-time program at one of two regional sites. Testing for the self-contained option 
takes place in April and May.

Best served in the self-contained setting are students whose accelerated rate of learn-
ing makes it diffi cult for differentiated instruction in the regular classroom.

Meeker and Zeiger elementary schools both house a 3/4 grade classroom and a 5/6 
grade classroom. Staff, parents, students, or community members may nominate 
students. 

A Parent Permission for Assessment form, available at all elementary schools or the 
QUEST offi ce, must be completed by the parent and submitted to QUEST before the 
selection process can take place.

For more information, contact the QUEST offi ce at (253) 841-8751.

QUEST testing for highly capable 
students set in April and May

‘Mathematics and Our Children’s Future’


